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evil speaking,, and to support missionaries,
who might spread abroad among the people
these truths, and according to the words of
the edict, " release them from the fetters of
sin, and bring them unto the salvation
which passeth understanding."

Such was the spirit of the great Dharma,
or law, promulgated by Piyadasi to his
loving subjects. The poorest and most
unlearned amongst them could not plead
ignorance of its precepts, for they were
stored, not in the archives of temples, nor
in the colleges of the Buddists, neither in
the tomes of learned pundits, but were
graven on a rock by the way side, to bless
the humblest pilgrim with their wisdom.

Twenty-one centuries have elapsed since
these pure maxims of ethics first enriched
the sacred mount, concealed by the mysti-
fying changes of language and religion
in the Surashtra, and the characters on the
Girnar rock, remained long a source of
wonder to the people, and a puzzle to the